
 

 

Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th September, 
2018 at 7.30pm at The Glebe, Sutton. 

 
 
 
 
Present:      
 
Owen Mc Laughlin (OM) - Earith, Secretary 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith 
Wendy Oldfield (WO)  - Earith 
Mark Inskip (MI)  - Sutton PC 
Andy Bush (AB)  - Hilton HAT 
Margaret Shardlow (MS) - Hilton 
Neil Harris (NH)  - Willingham PC 
Gareth Wilson (GW)  - Haddenham PC 
Lorna Dupre (LD)  - Cambs CC 
Louise Reay (LR)  - Earith PC 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Peter Baxter (PB)  - Whittlesey 
Laura Chorlton (LC)  - Hilton PC 
 
1. Welcomes and Apologies 
 
Apologies from Pauline Wilson and Jeff Nichols. 
 
2. Minutes and actions from the last meeting held on May 2nd 2018 
 
Matters Arising: 
 
None 
 
3. Willow Hall Farm planning application 
 
Update 
 
GW:  The Haddenham PC was misled about this particular proposal and did not pay much 
attention when it was first considered. When the consequences of approval were fully realised 
the PC had a second meeting to discuss the application again and this time it was rejected 
unanimously. 
AJ: A lot of people objected including CPRE, RSPB, Environment Agency and  the Drainage 
board. There is also a Ramsar site nearby. The site is outside the Minerals and Waste Plan  but 
it is really a quarry masquerading as an irrigation lake. The area is 70% larger than would be 
needed purely for irrigation purposes. 
NH: Willingham PC was not notified but we have objected anyway. 
AB: The CCC planning portal does not show all the responses. 
WO:  They have given data privacy as the reason why they don’t. 
LR: Yes Huntingdonshire planning portal does show all responses. 
NH: Do the districts get consulted? 
LD:  East Cambs District Council have responded.  
MS: Are there other sites where this might be attempted? 
PB:  Gravel is a valuable commodity so if the application succeeds others may well try. 
 
National Planning Policy Framework 
 
OM reported that Willow Hall Farm had put another document on the portal which quoted 
extensively from the revised National Planning Policy Framework document that was released 
in July 24th 2018. The gist of the argument was that the new version supports a ‘presumption in 



 

 
favour of development’ .  The validity of the revised NPPF has been challenged by several 
bodies including Friends of the Earth who argue that a strategic environmental assessment 
should have been undertaken before it was implemented as is required by EU law. They are 
preparing legal action. CPRE also have serious concerns.  
 
4.      Local Strategic Plans 

 
Hunts Local Plan 
 
WO said that St. Ives Town Council had responded to the Hunts draft local plan by saying they 
were disappointed that the Wyton development was not going ahead and that they supported 
the Giffords Park plan for 2000 new houses.  
 
It is difficult for PCs to respond effectively to so many planning proposals and some members of 
Earith PC are considering forming a planning group so they can brief the PC on planning issues. 
LR said she would like to be involved with that. 
 
There was some discussion of the A14 development. Although the existing A14 bridge over the 
station is being demolished the bridge over the Ouse will remain 
 
East Cambs Transport Strategy 
 
Part 3b  of the Strategy Action Plan contains this paragraph; 

 
“HGV restriction in the diamond area- north of the A14- south east of the A141, south of 
the A142 and west of the A10. 
Short Term: Traffic will be monitored to get a base line of the number of HGVs in the 
area. 
Longer Term: Following completion of the Ely Southern Bypass- further monitoring will 
be carried out to see how HGVs are using the diamond area and investigations will be 
carried out into the best way of reducing the impacts of HGVs in the diamond area. This 
could include HGV restrictions being implemented to help protect villages from the 
negative impacts of HGVs within the diamond area. It is understood that HGVs using 
the A1123 have a particular impact on the villages.” 

 
LD: How is the monitoring going to be done? 
GW: New signs have been put up in Haddenham that record vehicles and speeds.  
LD: There is also useful additional data from ECDC. 
BB: Where did they survey last time? 
AJ: Proper surveys were not done. 
MI: We did our own in Sutton. 
AB: Roadwatch have two data loggers that they can lend to people. 
AJ: We need to use approved equipment. 
OM: Will Sutton repeat their study when the bypass is complete? 
MI: That has not yet been discussed. 
NH: We had data loggers in Willingham. I was also invited to a demonstration of a new average 
speed camera which was built by a local developer.  
 
 
5. Proposed Road Schemes 
 
A10: 
AJ: The mayor is pushing for dualling of the A10 but this is not possible because there is a 
‘pinch point’ at Milton Road.  
GW: There are also between 300 and 400 trees with Tree Protection Orders along the A10 
which makes widening very difficult. 
 
 



 

 
  
A14/M:   
AB: Did a ‘welly walk’ along the new route and it was clear from comments that the new road 
was planned as a motorway from the start. 
AJ: The position of CPRE is that we should oppose more roads full stop. New roads and 
bypasses only induce more traffic. 
 
 
6.       Environmental monitoring 

 
NO2 Monitoring 
 
WO: We are still monitoring along the A1123.  
PB: Fenland doesn’t follow the DEFRA guidelines and only use diffusion tubes. 
GW: Haddenham are doing continuous NO2 monitoring.  
 
Particulates 
 
PB:  Had approached Dr Frank Kelly at Kings College London about the AQMesh pollution 
monitoring device.  
AJ: Did you ask him about the method with regard to particulates? There is a requirement for 2 
years monitoring and use of  a ‘recognised equivalent’ in terms of  the monitoring device used. 
GW: There is only one particulate monitoring site in East Cambs at Wicken Fen. 
AJ: I think the only other one is at the M11/A14 junction. In my opinion the government has 
discouraged local authorities from monitoring particulates. 
PB: There was a briefing report in March 2017 produced by DEFRA for the Directors of Public 
Health. The conclusion was that pollution limits were too high, especially for particulates, and 
detrimental health effects are observed at much lower levels.  
(PDF of report circulated with the minutes). 
 
Noise monitoring 
 
BB reported that noise monitoring had taken place at 3 sites, two on Earith High Street and one 
in Willingham. The data has been returned by Aspen Environmental but there are problems with 
the date and time stamps which is making analysis a bit difficult. 
 
Traffic baseline 
 
BB had also done another 24 hour filming session in Earith. The raw traffic count has exceeded 
11,000 vehicles for the first time. 
 
Purchase of monitoring equipment 
 
OM had received an email from SmartCitizen.me to say that the shipment of new units would 
begin very soon. The first order would be 4 units for OM, BB, AB and AJ for testing.  
 
HCV safety audits 
 
This item had come about through  discussion of an LHI bid to change the priority at the junction 
of the High Street and the Brook in Sutton so that traffic following the ‘all routes’ signs had 
priority. The proposal had been dropped following a safety audit that established the road was 
too narrow for 2 HGVs to pass each other safely.   
WO said that when they had done the village studies back in 2011 they had measured Earith 
High Street and at one point it was only 5.9 metres wide. Yet the minimum specified width for a 
single lane for HGV movements is 3.35 metres. This suggests that the High Street would also 
fail a safety audit. 
LD: There is a clear distinction in the treatment of existing and planned features. Only new, 
planned features are subject to the requirements and tested for conformity. 



 

 
 
 

 
7.      TRO Progress 
 
OM: Had recently received an email from Steve Criswell which referred to the TRO. 
 
“In the background, I am still pursuing the removal of HCVs from the A1123 and the ‘central 
diamond’ in line with the wording I managed to get inserted into the East Cambs Transport 
Strategy. I had a meeting with the director only last week”. 
 
AJ: We need to re-establish relations with people to take this forward. We also have to get the 
costs for the signage.  
LD: The full CCC meets in 3  weeks. There is a deadline for putting questions so if you have any 
questions please get them to me asap.  
 
8.      Rail Projects Update 
 
AJ: There is a new option for the Oxford-Cambridge rail link. The route is being proposed by a 
new group called the CamBedRailRoad and the chairman is CCC Cllr Sebastian Kindersley.  It 
will run north of Cambridge to Northstowe/Oakington rather than to the south of the city.  
Action: AJ will meet with them. 
(PDF of this proposal circulated with the minutes).  
 
9.      CCC Public Health follow-up 
 
LD: Will follow up on the meeting with Public Health on June 20th. There was a report to Public 
Health Cambridgeshire on September 13th containing air quality reviews. The Public Health 
Directorate is being hamstrung but at district level there is more interest. We should make more 
of a noise. But unfortunately I am no longer on the Health committee 
WO: Jo Dicks from the City Council is very helpful. 
Section S124 of the NPPF (2012) states: Planning policies should sustain compliance with and 
contribute towards EU limit values or national objectives for pollutants, taking into account the 
presence of Air Quality Management Areas and the cumulative impacts on air quality from 
individual sites in local areas. Planning decisions should ensure that any new development in 
Air Quality Management Areas is consistent with the local air quality action plan. 
[Post meeting note: The revised NPPF(2018) does not contain this clause.] 
 
PB: Has spoken to environmental consultants and some are very dispirited by the way the 
government in the UK is generally indifferent to environmental issues. 

 
10.       RoADRC event Nov 4th 
 

LD: This is an advanced driver training event to be held in Over. We agreed at a previous 
meeting that someone from HCV would do a short talk. 
Action: AJ and OM to do something for this. 

 
11.       Meeting with Shailesh Vara MP 
 
WO: Has been in contact with Shailesh Vara to try and arrange a ‘Meet your MP’ session. This 
would be a good opportunity to try and enlist his support for some of our objectives. He has 
proved helpful in the past. 
OM: Shailesh Vara responded immediately to a letter from Road Safety asking for his support 
for improved safety at the Wheatsheaf crossroads on the B1040. 
AJ: Two local MPs also objected to the incinerator proposal at Waterbeach. 
 
 



 

 
The meeting discussed whether we should invite more MPs as the HCV group actually covers 
parts of 5 different constituencies.  
Action: WO to invite as many local MPs as possible to a meeting in Sutton on a date to be 
arranged. 
 
 
12.       AOB 

 
Community Roadwatch 
 
AB: Dave McCandless has a wealth of experience and technical knowledge and I believe he would 
be a very useful member of this group which is what I am proposing. 
 
The meeting discussed this proposal. DM had attended a previous HCV meeting in relation to 
monitoring the entry points into the ‘diamond’. There was clearly a good case for collaboration 
between HCV and Community Roadwatch as we have similar objectives. It was decided to invite DM 
to the next HCV meeting to continue the discussions on monitoring and to consider how the 
relationship should be developed in the future. 
 
Road repairs 
 
NH: Willingham Road repairs are prohibitively expensive and they are just going for the patching up 
option again. A more radical solution is needed. 
LD: This summer’s drought has probably affected the local roads as well. 
 
Advisory Freight Map 
 
PB: Had been trying to unravel the history of the Cambridgeshire Advisory Freight Map. In an early  
version of the map from 2011 both the A1123 and the A605 were shown as part of the strategic 
freight network. But the A1123 was subsequently downgraded to a local route but not the A605. It 
was hard to discover why this had happened and who was responsible. Does the HCV group know? 
 
The meeting discussed this and the collective memory was that Cllr Steve Criswell had campaigned 
for the A1123 to be downgraded to a local route and he was a member of CCC transport committee 
at the time. But it is important to remember that the Freight Map is only advisory and has no legal 
weight. Many drivers and companies simply ignore the advice. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 


